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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1864.

THE FUTURE.

1q referring, on the 3d of March last, to the se¬

veral candidates who had then been named for the

Presidency of the United States in the preliminary
discusaions that had already taken plaoe under this

he%d, in advanoe of the assembling of the National
Convention of any party, we undertook to show
how far the identity of views which Qen. MoClel-
i.a.h and President Lincoln held in oommon

should teaeh the adherents of each to prso-
tise moderation in discussing the point# of differ*
fcaoe between them. At the same time we added
that wo thought we should be able to state the
grounds on which this duty might be commended to

men el conservative opinions if President Lincoln
p.VmH be the candidate of the Republican party.

It-teemed to us then, as it seemed to us during
the late canvass, and seems to us none the less at

the present time, that if candor and moderation
are at ftll times virtues which should be cultivated
and practised in political discussions, they are spe¬
cially incumbent on nil good citizens in a period of
civil war and distraction. When the times aro out
of joint it Bhould be the aim of the Christian pa¬
triot to have his mind " move in Charity, rest in

Proviflenoe, and turn on tho poles of Truth."
Crimination and recrimination, unseemly at the
best, then become fraught with added dangers to
the peace as well as dignity of the State, because
theytend to fan the flames of political phreuzy,
and thus to destroy the conditions of calui and so¬

ber judgment on topics of the first importance.
Imbued with these views of publio duty, we took

no part^ as our readers aro aware, in initiating or

in stimulating any movements of a political cha¬
racter in the interest of one party or another. As
ohroniolers of the times through whioh we were

passing we contented ourselves with merely re¬

cording these political developments as they emerg-
1 ed into public view, that our readers might be in
a condition to know the tendencies of opinion and
the elements of difference that seemed destined to

give shape and eolor to the approaching Presiden¬
tial canvas*.

It was not until the issues of the contest were

clearly defined in the persons of the candidates
severally presented for the consideration of the
American people that we acceptcd the politics!
discussions rendered necessary by the fact of the

impending elcotion. And, in our choice of candi¬
dates, we were guided, without any regard to past
political differences or discriminations, by the

simple consideration of the principles whieh, as

embodied in the men respectively named for the
Preaidenoy, seemed to us most directly conducive
to the restoration ot the Union under the Constitu¬
tion. But, in thus choosing what seemed to us the
better psrt for the country, wc did not renounce

the hope we had previously expressed to the effect

that, if re-elected, President Lincoln might disap¬
point our own apprehensions and those of his more

ajstcmatio opponents. The hopes we had ex¬

pressed, in advance of his nomination, were as fol¬
lows :

" We have raid that tie duty of practising moderation
may be commended to men of conservative view* in treat¬
ing the candidacy nf either President Lincoln or Mr.
Cbaae, and having already stated the ground* of tbi« obli-

" nation M incumbent upon the friends of all candidate* iu
the treatment of political rompetitora, we proceed to allow
the ground* on which this duty may be enforced on the
opponent* of either tte President or hi# Secretary.
"We may say, then, that should President Lincoln be i-e-

Hectcd we have a right to presume that be would be
ctuoh more conservati>e in hia second term than he baa
proved to be In that which it now expiring. The whole
country knows tL*tthe political instincts and predilectioni
of Mr. Lincoln all incline him to comtrratism. Thia waa

proved by the policy which he first adopted when left free
to LmtMe measures without eitraoeooe pressure to di»>
turh hia ©rigioal convictions of duty, and It is equally
proved by the persistency and violence of the ureasure
which it required to shake bim from the fixed resolve
with which he entered on the war. In his second term
be weoM be paore exempt from such pressure, an,I from
the temptation of yielding to it. * * k *

'. Utaaf be rnhed what hope* oould persons of conserva¬
tive ideas futfnd on Mr. Chase's elevation to the Preaiden
eyt We NMWer.tbe hopes I hat may be alwsya founded
on that modification of toeoretioal opinions which ia aore
to enaae in the practical administration of the Government
In the hands of a statesman. I hoar who dlaaent moat
widely from aoma of the abstract opinions of Mr. Chase
Will oot deny to him the poisras'oo of rare Administrative
capacities, and these cannot exiat without practioal dia-
cretioo In the application of abstract principles to oon-
crete problems oi (Mate. Flta administration, we doobt
not, wouti be fas* . radical,' in fact, than the apprehen¬
sions of hia opponents would make if, and, in ao far as it
mi|ht be ' radical' at all, would at least be consistent, In*
telfifWit, and aineere In it* * radicalism ' We need not say
thitjf Use thia term as simply descriptive of tertsin well-
known opinions, and m»t at aH bs a ten® of politie.il re¬

proach * and last as littlo need we say that, on theoretical
grounds, sredUeent from what We understand tehetbepe-
ccfflat tdtey advocated by some of the friends of the distin¬
guished ftifferetary of the Treasory, bat we ahonld be eofry

T to lOff- r any d:tftrwnces of opinion oa th a store to diminish
out hendbmty to Ws talents, oar respect lot the sincerity
wtth which he holds b» priwiplee, or otr confidence in
th« wisdom with which be would know how M apply
them if he is the statesman we take bim to be 1
"And, in view of thes$ WfflTdOTIflbDB, We think we have

stated good ground* on which men of conservative opiniona
may, in any event, hope for a better administration of the
Government during the next tour years than we b*ve had
siuoa the aoeassiui of Mr. Lincoln to the Presidential
chair, awi thia whether he aball be re elected, or Whether
ha|h«fl Be succeeded by a rival emanating from hia own
party or by one eurtaoat'tOK from a diluent political or¬

ganisation.
It fttH ttnif be seen that, without foregoing any

of <&. ojdnkms we had deliberately formed with

regard W tho principles and tendencies which
icaaned to us most eligible on grounds of «vpe*
dttno} And constitutional Uw, we were not, in any
event) prepared to despair of the Republic, what%
ever might he the result of the Presidential eleotion
that has just terminated. If, >n the heats tad

preoocupatloni! of the political strife engendered by
the canvass, we way have seemed in the eyes of
any reader to loae night of these paramount grounds
of patriotic obligation, we take this oooasioa to
reiterate them, and to renew the expression of ouv

hope that, in fulfilling the just expectations of liis,
political supporters, the President will, during his
future administration of the Government, disap¬
point the apprehensions of his political opponent.-;.
We are the more encouraged to ohcrish and ox-

press this hope by the ntltare of the President'*
avowals sinoe he has been so triumphantly re¬

elected by the favor of his countrymen. It was

In reply to congratulations on the result of the
election that, on the 10th instant, he spoke mi

follows :
" The rebellion continues; and now that ibe election is

over, may lotaM, baring a Common interest, reunite iu a
common effort to save ear oommou country ? For -my
own part, I hkae strive*, and th ill canttnu& to strivt, to
avoid flaring any ilOitfc in tha tony. Bo k>Dg as I bare
beeahere, I have not willingly planted a thorn in any ainn'n
bosom. .'1 'i'JlMlr? Wj 0t L:S .tmvf, fin

'* While I am Uoepl? sensible to the high compliutoni of
a re election, and duly grateful, u I trust, to Almighty
Qod for having directed'my ooonttryaien to a right eonelu-
aion, as 7 think, for ttNfer eWa good/il adds rotbing to my
sitisfacticki that any other man may be disappointed or

pained bytbe result. Jfby 1 salt thvus whohavt not differed
with Hie to join vkh mt in thit stmt spirit towards those
who have! t

And on the 17th instant, in replying to the fe¬
licitations of a deputation from the State of Mary¬
land, Mr. Lincoln held the following language:

" He would not attempt to conceal from them the idct
that be wa» gratified at the reauita of the Presidential olec
tion; and be would assure them that he bad hept as near
aa be could to the exercise -of his beat judgment fur the
promotion of the interests of the whole eonntry; and ucw
to have the aeal of approbation marked on the course bo
had pursued was exceedingly gratifying to his feelings.
He might go further and say that, in aa large proportion
as any other man, hia pleasure consisted in the belief tlmt
the policy be bad pursued would be the best and the only
doc that could save the oountry. He had said before, and
would now repeat, that he iadulged in no feeling of triumph
over any onewbp thought or acted differently from himself.
He had no suob feeling towards any living man."

The most embittered opponent of the President
will not deny that such expressions do honor to
his heart, and they should go far to disarm politi¬
cal defeat of its sting in the breast of the van¬

quished. And we do not hesitate to say, for our¬

selves, that we shall aoeept these declaration of
the President in the same sincerity in which wo

believe them to be made, and shall be prepared to

judge hit future administration of the Government
simply by his aois, without any oilier predetermi¬
nation than that of cordially co-operating in all
measnros whieh shall saem to us judicious and pro¬
per, without seeking to find in any of them the
grounds of factious opposition.
The distinguished Premier of the Administra-

tion, in replying to the congratulations of hiB po¬
litical friends on the 10th instant, was frank to nay
that in the debates of th^ canvass they ma; have
done something less than justice to the patriotism
of their poiltioal opponents. To this effect iio
spoke .15 folldWjfcr; ¦

" With the Democrat* we should be friends. They have
voted agaioat us; we have voted against them. Tf they
are now willing to cry quits, it would be well to refl-ct
that, all things considered, we have lodged ibern rather
harshly In soma respects. I believe that perfect lntrmooy
can aoon be restored, not only throughout tb» Free State*,
but throughout all the Union. ...... It would not
be the fault of the Administration if they did not es'&b
l»b an era of good feeling The reelection of the Pre¬
sident bad placed him beyond the pale of human euvy
or detraction, as be was above human ambition, and a.)
would aoon learn to see bun, as the speaker and thH audi¬
ence had seen him, a true patriot, benevolent and loyal,
honest and faithful. Thereafter all motive of detraction
of him would cease to etiat, and Abraham Lincoln would
tike bis place with Washington, Jefferson, and Adams,
among the benefactors of bis eountry and tho Lumau
race."
The candor of Mr. 8e»ard should bo met with

equal candor by the friends of Oen. MeOWIan.
It may be that the letter have, u all things con¬

sidered," judged Mr. Lincoln and his p*rty
" rather harshly in some respect*." At all events
let it be no fault of theirs, as Mr. Seward says it
shall be no fault of the Administration, if ttn " era

of good feeling " is not re-established. Tho times
are propitious to such a desirable consummation.
Party names hive lost their power to charm or to

repel. As has been well said by another : " Parlies
' may retain their name, for the sake of the pres-
< tige, just a* the makers of Cologne water all call
' tbomselves Jean Maria Farina; bnt the identity
1 will be gone. They may even show some vitality,
« like a snake that has lost its head; but they are

' none the lees certainly dead, and destined soon
< to be absorbed into other more living bodies.
' Parties cannot, any more than families, subsist
'on their nrere traditions; they must conncct
' themselves with tho realities of the day, with the
1 actual life of the time and place, and be formed
' and take their oolof as well as their inspiration
1 from the controlling necessities of tho nation.
< With every radical revelation in tho situation of
1 the country tbeo must be inevitably a no less
' radical revolution in the relations of opinion;
' and the parties whieh represent that opinion will
1 undergo a corresponding modification."
They who undertake to oppose the Administrc-

tion merely because it has sot been elevated to

power by theii votes will soon sorely find that they
do not " understand their epoch." And they who
give to the Administration an " unquestioning
support" will just as surely disoover that their
maxims of partisanship belong to an age that has

passed in the history of (lie country. The issues
of the tifaes are too momeatous and* far-retoLing
to admit of suoh narrow-minded views in the one

direction or in the other It should be the aim
of all to co-operate with the Administration in its
legitimate efforts for the preservation of the Gov¬
ernment and the restoration of the T'nion, r.-mcm-

boring that wisdom and virtue are the etolusive
possession of no parly, and that therefore, if no

party is to be implicitly trusted, so none is entitled
to an exclusive right of censorship, since the one

oase equally with the other implies the assumption
of human infallibility.
Tie proposed monument «o tho fold of battleol MaS«n

|k. » honor of tks French a«nernla. nffieeri, and soldier*
killsd on the memorable da? of that battle in June. I8&J.
U marly eomplMed. The m.ontf work it tiniahed, ami
the brrfiratf nrntmenta in toe interior of the ohap.i are
attend. The name* of tbm men who fstl ic tba battle are
to he 'stcribt* on the bran plates.

! .

GEN. SHERMAN'S GREAT EXPEDITION.

IMPORTANT INTELLIGENCE.

Aftantu and i-lvnif. Partially Dcttroyed..Shcr-
man G6h\g to Savannah or Char?*8(on.

At length ire htve iu the We»tero journals which came
to band ysstcrdby what appear* to be r«liable intelligence
of the movements ol Gen. Sherman.at least tie corrobo-
rhtivt? reports whieh appear in various journals published
at different point* are calculated to inspire confidence in
tleir statement*.

By these nociuuts it teem* that the army of General
SheiBinu eomtuneod tnoviug from Atlanta twelve daja
age.'Ills lirat column having taken tbs departure on the
ittll instant, by the Muoon road, and intending to pea*
through fldilledgeville, and the teeoud eelumu leaving on
the 12th, tiikiog tbe direct road for Augusta, which it ex¬

pected lo r.*ach iu fourteen days. The ultimate destina¬
tion of thil mrrr.y ii ssid to be either Savannah, Charleston,
©fr Beaufort. '11u plana of its gallant leader may, how¬
ever, bo phaaged,. Prior to taking up the line of nerd),
the foundries, factories,, barracks, and other pubiia build'
irjji in Atlanta and at Rom* weze destroyed, end also the
railroader, iu to. fender those places untenable to the
enamy.
Tho luteal auj tuwrl lutt-lliglble hcOOliut Wd have oi thjS

bold ar.d htixardoui enterprise is contained in'» Nashville
despatch of the loth inetant.published in the Cincinnati
Hmoa oi Thursday last.in which the writer presents suolt
an outline of the movement as he supposes will not inter¬
fere with any of G*n. Sherman's plane. We eitraot the
following:

" It hn*i become well kuowu through the North that
Sherman Imn »t«ite.i on un important expedition from
Atlanta, hut the conjectures which have been formed re¬
lative* t i il# character and destination have been so various
that but little is really known coneerning it. It should
have been kept entirely secret, but there are other leaks
than Dew paper <-nrre«po*identa through which almost
every thing roaches the eaeniy in a remarkably brief
peril d.

" The tmny which l#t't Atlanta consisted of the follow¬
ing troops:

l<'ourleei.i!] Corps 9,1)00
I'M tee" tliCbrps .........10,000 .

S«veri«euth Uvi-pg !l,00(i
Tweni irl.n Coipa.... 9,000

Cavaliy ...10,Odd
Totrtl 47,000
Onus 130

" The cavalry are well mounted, the best horses formerly
in tin section having been sent them.
" Sherman bus beea chiefly occupying his time iu laying

in a full supply of hard bread and beef cattle, and he
baa with him of tbe former sixty days' fnll rations, and
saver&l thousand head (if cattle. For all things else be
will depend on lie country Over which he is to pass His
animal* can Hut«int well. Com and sweet potatoes are
abundant. Uuriug the week tending on the 5th Instant he
gathered ia.l,7G0 wcgon loads of corn, 430 loads of sweet
potatoes, and a few horees^ without sending his foraging
parties more than thirty miles from Atlanta. He could
manage t-? live for six months without communicating
once w th the North. In reference to his CRVXlry be feels
certuiu of his ability to obtain horses enough to keep g' od
his oligia&l ht<>ek, and perhaps he may be able to m:>nnt
romo mora men.

'¦You have beard a great deal about tbe proposed de¬
duction of Atlanta dec. But that is all 'bosh ' Sher
man's motto Is: ' Remove all obstacles to success; permit
no wnutou destruction of life or property;' and it is upon
this that he has recently acted, lie has rendered Atlanta
untenable; h*s destroyed such buildings as could have
been made valuable to tbe enemy, but has harmed no
others.

" A portion of the atrny left Atlanta on the morning of
tbe 'Jtb, and followed the railroad to Macon, destroying it
as it proceed*; the column will take Milledgeville in its
way, and It in probable that the cavalry will attempt to re-
leaee the Uuion prisoners.
"TbC second column started ou Saturday morning last,

(the I'-Jlh",) atd goes direct to Augusta, the chief manufac¬
turing point of the Confederacy, and one in which nearly
all the powder used bp tbe Southern anny is made. This
will b* reached in about twelve or fourteen days.
"At this pint the whole army will concentrate, and then

move ou one cf three points, as Sbertnan shall deem most
proper. These are, £avinnab, Charleston, or Beaufort;
but I kaotv that if nothing occurs to change his present
plans l.e will go to Pcaufort. He believe* that Savannah,
with tie railroads through Qporgia cut, will be perfectly
haruiIecH, aul there will be no advantage in holding it.
Tho ssuie may be caid of Charle«ton Let Sherman ad¬
vance to B aiic'uville, twenty or thirty miles out, and that
plifce is cut off efT dually.
" To capture either :*avannah or Charleston, fortified as

they are, would tike time, even though not strongly gar-
rifi.jDai, while Itic moment tne army reacnes Heaulort it
meet* mpp.ies in abundance, and ships to transfer it to any
pohit It amy be made most use'ul.

"This I know to be hia plan at present. However, it
may become necessary to make Augusta a new baae, and
in tbHC c*»e b avanuc.h mmt be captured; bat Sherman
now brlleves that he ran as easily make one on the tea

coHBt, and in the mean lime destroy all tbe railroads in
Georgia and Mouth Carolina so effectually aa to render
them worthless during the war. Un ess, therefore, nnex-

peete-1 obstacles are lust he will reach the ocean at Heau-
fortin about thirty-live or forty days.

" Sherman will meet no enemy on the way. The Geor¬
gia militia are very harmless, and few in number. There
are at Savannah about two thousand troops, beside eity
militia; nnd in no other part of Georgia are there any men,
except cavalry and (jnerrillit*, and the«e are not numerout.
No fore enn l»e spared to mr>et him. Thomas ean take
care of Ifoo*, and Lee ran do nothing but defend himself
ngnin»t Grant and Sheridan.
" Wo shall have no further communication* from Sher¬

man ; we shall soon hear from him through rebel sonreee.
A fetv days rjnee he telegraphed a ' good-bye' to his wife,
and told Jrerrmttj write egam till he reached the ocean "

We c <py froui the Indianapolis Journal of thelTch In-
atant the following paragraphs, in coutirmation of tte fore-
g .10%, n« well m for tbe additional information Ibey contain:
" A gcotlemnn who left Atlanta on Saturday last informs

us that tbo delay in Sherman's movement* was cuteed by
the pnymaptera' paying the troops, whloh had been en¬
tirely completed before he left. As he came through
Kingston the Fourteenth Corps, which is to bring op tbe
rear of i!*® crtuy, wns just moving out of that place. Gen.
HhcroiVi'a headquarters were at Kiogston, nnJ he was ex-
pectlu« to accompany the Fourteenth Corps.
"The General hsd issued an order to his troops, telling

them thit they were about to enter upon an important
campaign, aad that the country through whieh Ihty were
to pna» bad nrter been occupiej by either army, and that
they were expected to subsist tfl of the ecuntry and to
tiko all homes and mules within their roach. There were
many other items of intcreat conoerJng intended more
meats which it wonld not be prudent to publish.
"Sherman's army consists of four spletdid corps.tbe14th,tucomrafrd ofGen. J'ff C Davis; the 1 Oth,underOs-

terhaus; tbe 17th. under Blair; and tbe 20tb, ooder Slo-
cum. Fiflern ih^nsand cavalry, nnJer Kilpatrick, and a
bilgj.de ci artillery are added, making a total foroe of be¬
tween fifty thou'und an-l sixrr thousand men, the whole
pprfrrtly rottfpp-d, well supplied with war material, and
i.ubued wna as mu h pluck, cootideno*, and good health
at were ever compacted in any body of troopa in the world.

" Oar lofofratmt left Atlanta upon the same train with tbe
paymasters, wbioh v/as understood to be last train that
would l»nve that city, and Atlanta « before this time pretty
thoroughly destroyed.tljat is, all its public buildings,
depots, manufactories, A c. rendered worthless. The rail¬
roads north cud sonth ol that etty, and all the surrounding
defensive wort s, have been destroyed. There la to be no
turning bach, and nothing left behind that might prove
valuahlo to tbe enemy."
The Journal add* thst " Gen. George II. Thomas is at

Chattan<x>ga organiting an army to attend to Gen. llood,
and is reported to have sufficient troops at command for an
offensive movement whenever it is deemed neoessary.
Many military men atssrt that it will be impossible for
ITood to mcape South again."

In the menu time sumo ui tbo journals are discussing
Willi evident aniiety Ihe prubable success of Uea Sher¬
man. One of them, presuming that wueh of tbe above
bows .« leliable, thus alludes to the indicated routes of
the respective columns, at least as far as Augusta :

" Tte Macon column started earliest, for it will be i.e-
iM' y (<>r them to make considerable of a detour. Macon
lie. sout'ieast of Atlanta aeventy.flv^ ra«Us in adirnct line
M Pe.l^finlle, the capital of Geoigia. Itea thirty milea north
cast l A. at t Augusta i.ei aortheast aga.n from M.liedgt

U .tout eighty Ave mile.; ,0 that

.. t .
1 ®»W?M| that tills column ll DlOBt llllelv tr»

.rtobbaDyrrL'reriOU!°PPt#ltiHD' f0r- be.ide. VhetZ^
£ab«Sd allZl : ?t0" ,fruln Ch*ri«too and 8avan-
could hope ui reach°it Th .

MMOn

.is assaV- st^^C'-as?
a. ?».- quanta, and the following mportaut places «r-

^ hB.c Mm/"6i"«nf,°. *««¦.=Vo:'uprc":y
T « .

9r~"l>»'». U«iM P.»Dt,C»W
jXWMUIe, lhonj»yo, Peering, Berxella, and Beliair."

Aoother journal, ia speculating on thia movement, »ay» »

prod^J^'1"'® Augu,u.to Cherleaton U barren of
*rmy> Mj tbi" Sherman well know.,

tan wh«, » tWoor,^rije year, atationed a£ or t;ear Charles-

53f? r>P" tS
than framt J"*PW0(1 to move toward the coaat in Irss

ET2f Sth "fcieot^"^2
*

m*BOWB"e Jj®e might, and no doubt would at

0PP°«iti°n, but there 1. no reaaon to belLve
sUSFliSS to pr?J0 a "riouiemt^aiL^Tto
ground before hii ^i ®

certa'oly understand# the
Md We wel1 feeI confiienoe In the

achievement of hia purple, be it what it may "

-SESSJESi tLZ? hop*foi" *".

lOMeon.% .2!.L22J5 T, '?. mi tb° .""«

The «reate.t .P } military munition in the South.
i

a m(Mi ^n,y powder manufactory i.

to Charleston are fiESjd thSilS "r^ST SaVRnnah

Savaunah aud wMt of it ». T7T cuuuirJ ®aat ol the

*s** N»ri11 oSXiwSU

»«?SbB1baTtI Ud ta^BMch'ed fo!
Charleston, and the report reached Bichrnond, it waa re-
ce.ved there with marked incredulity and no .mall amount
of ridicule. 1 he Examiner (of the 14th instant) charac¬
teredI the report as being of that .peciea of newa which
l«uSualy,tj.Ied" very important if true," and then pro.
ceeded to comment upon it aa follows:

to har^SrHnn J*!?* beeD rePort<,d hy New York paper.

iiz r:T'"-"

be Im cot him.elf loo,e f.,m hU SmSnT(!itta> ".S tt!
tempted to gain Char e.ton, four hundred milea distant
living on host le country bv the wav h» h». > *

moat extraordinary affair ltuTL.rvf,,.^^ *

i*» J* farther cry to Charleston.
Lochow, but

sai2^."T^raTh^,mWbirhr?d6r lh" Dew« '"y

^rmt^^iVAU^u forTh the^f

cT,'" ,b;;
" ""K;:

digit>ua design, we may .afelv Dr«Hi/.» »h.» ».
. ^ ^7

With ail the grand d««d. that ntver wore d ne
All the graat booka that never were written

'

And ail iha good aoog, whieh nevar wira a«ng »

On theiir.th inatant, the day auceeediog the publication
n 1y,\ ,

W" aut^eoticaHy announced in
Richmond thut General Sherman bad abandoned Atlanta
H.. departure thrnee wa. atafed to have been on tbb
li.h MMtant, correapoodieg with our aecounta from the
West, and it ia a f.ct of .ome aignificaaoe that on

lilis V7 y 0eDCral Earl>'' »r,uy' "» »o Shen-
andoah Valley, eoomeneed retllng from it. Po.itioQ in
front of General Sheridan. Whether thia movsment wa.

indue. by the rebel new. from Sherman ia not known,
but it is by no nieana improbable. Lee ha. no other army
with which to confront Sherman, and it i. conjectored that
Early will proceed to Lynobburg. thence to Barke.vilie
where ibe Danville and Soutb.ide read, Join, and tik>nce
either to Danville or Weldon, if no obstante be thrown in
b,a *ay by Grant. Tha whole Sou h, and capecially
Georgia and the Caroliuaa, I. doub;lea» by tbia time m a

ferment of excitement, and we .hall await with anxiety
OcWs from that quarter.

THE SITUATION IN MIDDLE TENNESSEE.

Cirrrrtpcndtnce ofthe Cincinnati Commercial.
Nasuvilmc, November 14,1664.

Amid the complications that bare resulted frum the lato
movements of the rebel army it is difficult to determine
olearly tbe situation of the contending armies now operat
itig on tbe line of tbe Tennessee river. Your many renders
are well aware of tbe new movement now being executed
by that remarkable General who beads tbe Grand Army
of the Mississippi. By bis own published letters, nod by
tbe general criticism of bis proposed plan, the oountry is
folly aware of the general outlines of the grand campaign
already begun; and while aoy thiog that I might write
eou!d not possibly a fleet its suocess, a somewhat intelligent
sketch of it might prove of benefit to tbe caus?.

First, the situation in Tennessee, though not as well
understood m could be desired, ia nevertheless very satis¬
factory to those responsible fjr tbe result.
Geo. field, with tbe Army ef the Ohio, and Qeneral

Thomas, with such portions of bis own army as were cot
Deeded by Oen. Sherman, together with the forces that
have been guardiog our attenuated line of communications,
all under the command of Mnjor Geo. George II. Thomas,
have been left here to wateh tbe movements of Generals
Beauregard and Hood, while Gen. 8berman, with other
veterans, goes to ftilflll his peculiar mission.
Gen. Hood, from his eemp to the west of Rome, moved

northward, following substantially the line of tbe Tennessee
river, attempting, at Deeatur and at other points north of
the Mhoals, to force a passage. His repulse nt Decatur by
the forces under Brig. Gen R. H. Granger is yet fresh in
the memory of all. Hood, finding the crossings and fords
sll vigilantly watched, dispatched his entire mounted furoe
tinder Forrest and Wheeler to attempt % crossing at or
near Johnsonville, while with his infantry he maneuvers

in the oonntry between Memphis and the Tennessee river.
The mouuted forces under Forrest succeeded in capturing
a few of our gunboats and transports at and about John
sonville. aii-t, before rainloroetn#nts dispatch* d by Gen
P.ahofisld could reseh them, succeeded in frightening tbe
jnrrUoo of ths pitje by firing rapidly ifcct aci iheii troa

10

portant, thinking the whale foroe of the rebel nrmv wT
confrontlag kla. noi fearfag leaet the rjSouTof.uo'
edTh t tCr°.nC^uUM ,bouId f*U loto their hand. ordeJ

-e torch to be apphrd, and in a abort time the flam-,
were wrapped about the huge pile* of .tores; aud thou.L

'ftrard "?°d'tbe bu,k them wa.'
be undent^ V »

de'trUCti°n of 1 ^a\i not

a. f
cfaim vvai usefogi or uooeoeaiftry 'or

for:u:Mt b«° «<.
". our

b
°0W ld **^ Tti* p'««, it must

baremembored.uon the Tennea.ee rirer an extensive
pot i.f luppher, about aoventy mile. from Naahtille A

abroad toNaskvUle ha. been bu^. and the JZtoik of

. TV" tbd r#i'1 114 *«»*«. aretaX*tlL
«dwbcn,o.t?i!rolLW,e'0tU,jrUi' 0VUe,lt,J*

effort^ J°h|ntUa'liJo fWt hiTUi* failad ia hi- main

ifd^L '' °'PtUre* lbs »nd "torei-ouTed,

JVo.d
" "nW?e d°Prad*"*« »a the country about re.

Sorl.I TZ *TUiJ a0W Corinth, Holly
22P i*4"* Tfao p°-»"» tbi. ,;UX
mareb«d*f Stated by the urn* that have

». k. ,
M io retre<lt over lto extended plain.

exerOoD or «
" ' fMt " mock

,
D' or *. . .offloient reward for the great Job. that

demonstrated to be the re.ult of the tram-

se?^rr°"""" 8ou""n' a°°*' *um' -*

.rt^t n' Th,0?tt"' 00 ^ uorUl bwik 01 the Teunea.ee, ha.

HdhtfiS J T' ^ 10 Le thB *"** 0f the ^uaiioQ,
let Hcod or Beauregard dispose their armie. a. their

tTLTtTf **?*10 c^ontucn,. fo,e,oo*peJ
them bet tl '- W*°U' <?rce*' t00' llut Lave confronted
them bel^re In .ome of lhe I00(t ,tabbornI contf#ted
field. in Uorthetn or Ch«rokee Georgia.

1 he Tennes.ee river from the Ohio to U.e northern

N^ar th»T* if **"*"'ippi and .u. nearly aouth.
N«rthe shoal. ,t make, a grand curve, ani thence to
Chattano.,ga run. nearly due ea.t. The extremities of thi.

J..r arcof a oirole are nearly equi distant from Pu-

t,S, '

f ,u
tLl* a fin® P°,nt for tt® coocentra-

of Gen I"8":" ADd b6re U 10 be fo0Dd » fore#

rAL tb* m,liu Poi"f of the river
*re guarded, nod from Pulaski a force needed to .trengthen
any hrcatened point can ea.ily and .peed.ly be thrown-
Whether the.e foree. wiU prove to t» any more than force.
o o servation remans to be proven. If Gen. Beanrecard

a°nd Z 1 rRe ;narehi°* thF0U«b the Confederacy,
and yet hnd encuRh of reward in holding a country worth.
e.s to u. and menacing a line of communication, now of

ind fTl tn a-
Sh**nnaD' he wil1 n(> doubt be gratified,

dUturb him °"t,0D °n the part °f °en ThomM t0

It ie to be hoped a few day. more will throw .uffieient

.

f
.

"ew P01'"00 *° rtnder ^ more clear and bet-
tor under.tood by your many anxiou. readers. In Gfn

^herman s own terse expre.sion, » With Thoma. to hold
NMhvHIe and watch Hood, and w.th Gen. Srhofield to
keep an eye to the open portal to Ea<t Tenne.see, 1 h^re
Georgia and South Carolina at my mercy."
Gen. Sherman's new campaign ha. been the .ource of

all expectation, and the .ubject of a. many .peculation as

here are newsmonger.. That hi. army i. already well ou

Rr"nd Jnumphal march la a fact concerning which there
uo doubt. Accepting the a«ertion that Savannah i. hi.

objeetive point, Li. march would be made through one of
tha finwt and wealtbie.t porlioo. of the 8.;ttth Ike <L.
tance i. Bometbrng over two hundred ud Sity miles, and
in h.« course are river., and the citie. of Griffin and
Macon. The latter, on the Ocmulgee, i. one of the large.t
cities in Oeorgia, and is the centre of considerable manu¬

facturing enterprise Tbe.e river, will prove .light ob.t*-
cle., be ore the .k.ll and energy of that able .flic«r, Col. G
P.Buell 38th Indiana, who ha. charge of the pontoon
train*. In the country .outh of Maoon are crowded
thouaand. of negroe. from Tenne.^e and Cherokee

Georgia^ This country has brought forth a plentiful har-
vest, and the well filled cribs of cjrn aud bins of wheat,
with the yam. porkers, beef, and poultry, *ill enable him
to move with little transportation, and give his army a

mobility promising speedy marches and a readiness to
sti ike promptly at unguarded locahtie,. To the right of
lacou, seventy miles on a branch railroad, i. that neue

of .o much .uttering on the p»rt of our captured braves-
Andersonvdie. Uere are still confined number, of our

fmaoner. though more have been transferred to Kav.unah
and Charleston. Gen. Sherman, ia hi. letter to Pre.,dent
Yoetmau, .a;, he may Uke .the .tore, provided for the.e
uien m person. It is to be hoped he will fiod it a plea.ng
diversion, and that a. he near, the Atlantic coasts his tried
vcoemns may be joined by these suflering captured bravrs,
with hearts filled w.th Joy, and voices giving volume to
the shouts of gladness and fans of victory. Their re¬

membrance of past suflering and inhuman treatment would
Oerte them it necessity demanded, to .trike earne.t blow,
in the deadly strife. The liberating of thee prl.oner. at
thm time would, in lUelf, bd an aohlevemeot more than a

suffice reward for the powers put forth That this is
an Important part of the plan there I. n0 reason to doubt

Ilis march through Georgia wi.'l develop a new p inol-
pie ia our warfare. The enemy have drawn ma-h comfort
from the conclusion tbat, because our lines of commumca
too were already .o f*r extended, a large army could rot
be mpplied any further in the In'erlor. But this bold
cutting loo.e from all line, to the rear, thl. marching forth
Without any of the long train* that always encumber an

army and hamper its progreia; thin bold trust in the coun-

try to give Up ita stores of fboJ, dispsl all thrse assurances

of safety, and demonstrate that even the remotest coroera

of the Confedt racy are open to onr eonqaeriog armies
This proof of vulnerability may open a new light upon the
uncompromising, becauae supposed to be safe; people may
p» rsuade even these last ditch men that there ia no hope
for theui, tb&t eitermiuatioa ia ou!y a question of time, and
not of poaaiVility. Those who have Add from tbe avenging
hosts of freedom, froa far-ofl Kootuoky and Tennessee'
and wbt have settled tbeuiielve? down to quiet on the
.hires of tbe Atlantic, will find tbit even there the starry
banner is to come, borne aloft by tbe seme handa who

planted it ou the ramparts of Docelaon, or h-gh above the
clouds on Lookout, or within tbe massive earthwork*
about Atlanta
Savannah is a it as capabtoof defence aa moat other cities

of the South. It is situated on abroad, level plain, and
its defence* at present are vtrry imperfect. The eity ia on
tbe Savannah river, eighteen mile* from Fort Palaaki,
which was built to guard the eotraooe to tbe river. This
fort haa long ainee been in our possession. Tbe river
above the for; and below tbe city bas been thoroughly ob¬
structed Even should the forces that oao be concentrated
there be able to offer protracted resistance to Qen. Sher¬
man, his supplies could be landed at any point between the
fort and obstructions, and tbe army be fed.
That the country haa reason toexpeo1" great results from

this movement, is true; bnt that they may not eipeet
too much, and as a remit be disappointed wben they should
rejoice, it would be well to caution them. Tbe object of
t ie move is undoubtedly to foree the war into tbe narrow
area of the Atlantic States. Qen Sherman's proposed
campaign, in the directiou of tbe present marob, promised
t«> he thwarted by Hood's movement tothe North, and such
undoubtedly whs the hope of Jefl Davis, i'ursumg bim
until Qen. Thomas could oiyanif* a fore? sufficient to bold
bim in check, he left him to that ebieflan, and without any
uppoaition is now fulfilling bi« own ideas ot war. If Hood
ean be forced to follow Shormao. the grind objoct will be
fttalued, and the theatre of war reduced to the Caroline
States. Tirguue, aaJ a aaeii portion of lieorgi*. This

would enable Geo. Graut to relieve Urge armies gairiaou-
iug vast stretches of country, and by a grand concentration
of forcea bring suoh a terrible, close erosa-ire oa to the
rebel armiea aa would speedily terminate the struggle.
Thaa each day develops a new situation, and, umid the

strange complications, tt la aowetiiues difficult to glean too
true at&tui of oar forces. liut tbe people can well afford
to exercise patience, for surely bo abler haoda could guide
our different ariniea, no wiaer heads plan tbe grand move¬
ment! ou our extended theatre of war. Soon g »od tiding*
will be sent through tbe land, for already our banner* are
daunting ia the winds from Qaorgla'a Litis, and already tbe
obeera from cur victorious armies and the iusplilting strains
of mnaiofrum our thousand* of band* are reechoed throughthoae fertile valleys.
Nashville la again the primary baae of an extensive army,

and it* atreeta are crowded more than ever with tbe vast
number ofarmy followera. Mr J .r On tt. SchofleU la in ihe
olty at present, hi* army being near about

O'

IHE DEVASTATION AT ATLANTA

CaaTTAtroooa, November 16,1864
I have Juat returned from Atlanta, which b/ this time la

fully evacuated by oar troop*. There ia ao necessity for
keeping thia a aeoret any longer.
The croakera and grumblera willaak, how is thia ? Why

have we abandoned a poat that baa coat na such a tresaore
in blood and money to attain t Why have we given tip a
country that haa coat oa a year** campaign and thousands
of valuable Iivea ? Are we forced to do ao T Are we un¬
able to hold it? I Bay we are not forced to givo U up,
either through want of provisiona or force; but Atlanta
has lost its importance In a military point of view. It was
the centre of a network of railroads connecting the South,
Southwest, and North. Tt waa the great arsenal, foundry,
and rolling stock depot of the rebcllionn. All thrse art

destroyed. Alt the factories, mills, and foundries from
Chattanooga to Atlanta, and several miles le.ynndi are de¬
stroyed, the railways gutted, torn up, aod the iroa put be*
youd uae or brought to the rear. Therefore Atlanta ia no
longer of military importance. For miles the coantry
around it has been made sach a waste as to preclude the
possibility of tbe rebel army again occupying it. Had we
remained there all winter. Hood aod the rebel cavalry
would bang around us, har&ss our communicationa, bat
fly before our army. Thia they have been doing lately;
this tfcey would continue to do. Sherman's aetive mind
scorns such petty warfire. He has atruck out a bold
oourse that will astonish the world ; that will make Beau¬
regard and Hood gnash their teeth ia despair, and give
up their raiding campaign in disgust.

In tbe meao time have patience; give events time to de¬
velop themselves. For weeka it waa whispered around
Atlanta that the Gate City.alas, the Qate City no more, for
it liea fallen as Babylon.was about to be evacuated. The
railroads commenced transporting Government atnek to the
North, and Government worka were stopped. What waa
but a rumor at first aoon became a certainty, and a har¬
rowing scene of confuaion and fright followed. Those of
the citiaens who had not left with the first exodus were
now afraid of being abandoned to tbe tender merciea of tbe
rebels. Tbe depot presented a aoene of confusion and suf¬
fering seldom witnessed. Women and children were hud¬
dled together with their eo!e earthly stock. Men, who
were almost millionaires a few years since, had to fly with¬
out a dollar in their pockets.

Atlanta ia no more. The Babylon of the South haa fal¬
len, the voice and hum of busy iadu«try have ceased. Its
Bplondid houses and broad streets are deserted. The
houses are in ruius, the streets will soon be overgrown
with gra«e, and sportive children wikl play tbrongh them
and furtively peep through the piles of brick and the ruius
of f*ctoiie«, foundries, aud railroad depot?, peopling the
deseitad halls with ghastly legends. Atlanta, the Gate
City cf tbe South.Atlanta, the Tyre of Southern trade, is
a deserted City of ruins, ller growing grandeur and love-
lineaa are gone. She atanda forth a lenaou to rebels of the
fruita ot their wicked effort? to rend their couatry iu
pieces.
KeiTSl'APnt Cll.UWB..It is slated, says the Baltimore

Sun, that Thuriow Weed, the veteran editor of the Albany
Evenitg Journal, is now in Washington, negotiating tbe
purchase of tbe National Intelligencer, which, wheu ac¬
quired, he will make a repository of State papers, statis¬
tics, political matters, and current news.

The above is news to the proprietors of the Intelligencer,
wlo beg to say that Mr Weed ia not negotiating for the
purchase of that paper, aud has no auch intention, as far
they are adviaed.

THE LATE POPULAR VOTE.

The following ia a pretty close approximation to the pop*
ular vote caat at the late Preaideutial election through¬
out tbe United Statea:

Lmcolu and Johnson 1,950,COO
McClellan and Pendleton .... 1,700 00O

Maj ority for Lincoln .... 250,000
Tbe President has bardly five per oeut. majority on tbe

total vote. For every hundred votes for Lincoln io the
loyal States, (here bave b?ea cast ninetc-five for bis Demo
crat;o c< rnpetit r, and a large part of thia excess was given
in New England. In tbe Central, Western, aud Border
States McCIe lan has some ninety-eight votes to LioC<'ln*fc
one bnndred, despite all the great advantage* possessed by
the latter.

RESIGNATION OF A STATE ShXAlOli.
William Holland, ITiq , tbe a nti-Administration Senator

elect from Dorchester county, (Md ) haa rcaigued bis seat.
In hla letter of resignation tj G-v Bradford, ho asya I

"Circumstances beyond my control will usaki it ex¬
tremely inconvenient lor me to serve iu that capacity."

Thia resignation of Mr. H. is important, from the faot
that ha party had carried tbe Senate by a majority of t*o,
an! should . member if the opposition pirty be ohosen ia
bia place, the Lieutenant Governor, uudcr the new Con-
aiitutlon, w< uld have he oaating vote.

A UK0S8 ASPERSION CORRECTED.

The following paragraph from the Albaoy Argus baa
bieu brought to our notice by a frteod of Gov, Skymuur,
aod we cheerfu'ly give it a place:

Frem Ike Alkmny Argus
A »j» jeial Washington correspondent of the New York

Tribune, uudcr date of November 10, baa the following :
' The petty malignity of Horatio Seymour baa cropped

out in a new direction. Caj»t. Charles II. Palmer, Sixth
New York Heavy Artillery, waa lately piomoted for rneri-
toncaa oonduot. lie was summoned at a witness for th«
Government in tho North ca»e aud compelled to testily.
For obeying tbia inmniitni Gov Seymour hm revoke.] bis
eomuiisfion. It ia quite possible there ia sagacity au-i pa*
triotiai/i enough in the War Office to Uiwart thia petty
.pite of the expiring reptile."
Tba above statement ia false iu every particular. Theio

is not even the shadow of truth upon wbioh to found a

story so UDjast and malicious The Colonel of the Sixth
New Tork lleavy Artillery, J. Howard Hitching, recom¬

mended Capt. Palmer for promotion some months sioee,
but after the laat battle ia the Shenandoah Valley with- ,

drew his request in favor of Capt. George C. Kibbe, who
had woo the honor intended to be conferred upon 1'almer
by gallant and meritorioua condoct ia the field. Tho
Colonel's order, revoking the recommendation far Palmer
waa reoeived at the Adjatant General's Office before any
action bad been taken in the case, and the vacancy in the
regiment wu filled on the 2d of November by the promotion
of Capt Kibbe, in accordanoe with tba Colonel'a request
Toe Governor did not issue the commiMuon to Palmer
and never stw tbe papers ia tiis cite until after Col.
Hitching had changed his mind in favor of Kibbe. The
Colonel doubtless made tbe chauga upon purely military
grounds, in order to reward a brave ami gallant officer,
and the Governor accordingly issued tho commission long
before it wm known that Palmer was a witness in Uw»
<.*¦* of Col. North.

Col. Kitching is now at tie Metropolitan Hotel, New
Tork. suffering from a w mi.d receded iu Sheridan's last
battle. The attempt to vilify Go. Seyuioiu is oUiao-
t^iiit.e, aud will re act upon the authors 04 the tlaiUac,


